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who have made a mistake and have
committed domestic violence and re-
ceived a misdemeanor conviction to
straighten up their act and to not re-
peat it.

Our bill also strengthens the Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background
Check System, known as NICS, to en-
sure it is more fulsome and accurate.

In Uvalde, this young man, Salvador
Ramos, turned 18. He went in and
passed a background check. It is like
he was born yesterday because there
was no way for the National Instant
Criminal Background checks system to
look back on any mental health adju-
dications or criminal convictions,
which would have barred him from pur-
chasing a firearm had it occurred as an
adult.

If a 17-year-old is convicted of a vio-
lent crime or adjudicated as mentally
incompetent, that information should
show up in the background check sys-
tem if he tries to purchase a firearm
when he turns 18.

REighty-seven percent of gun-owning
households in America support making
juvenile records available in the back-
ground check system, and this legisla-
tion will make that possible.

Now, the States will control what in-
formation they are willing to share,
but our legislation provides an incen-
tive for States to upload the records
that reflect on the suitability of an in-
dividual to purchase a firearm, allow
them to upload juvenile records into
the National Instant Criminal Back-
ground System to ensure that firearms
are not falling into the hands of those
under 21 who would be prohibited from
purchasing that gun if they were an
adult when it happened.

So I know this bill is not going to
please everyone. Some think it goes
too far; others think it doesn’t go far
enough, and I get it. But the nature of
compromise and the nature of actually
wanting to get a result requires that
everybody try to find common ground
where we can, and that is particularly
hard in a 50-50 U.S. Senate.

But I believe the same people who are
telling us to do something are sending
us a clear message to do what we can
to keep our children and communities
safe. I am confident this legislation
moves us in a positive direction.

I want to thank all of our colleagues
who have worked so hard in this proc-
ess that has gotten us this far. My un-
derstanding is that the text will be re-
leased essentially at any moment, al-
though the principles upon which that
text is written have been public for
quite a while now.

This legislation is the product of
good-faith, bipartisan negotiations. It
includes bills and ideas offered by col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle, and
it makes changes that are supported by
vast majorities of Americans. And I
think, most importantly, it has the
real potential to become a law and to
create real changes in communities
across this country—safer, healthier
communities; stronger, more secure
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schools; saving lives. That is what we
are all about.

So I am eager to discuss more details
with our colleagues as they review the
text in the coming days, and I hope we
can continue to show the same sort of
good faith and the openness to other
ideas that have brought us to this
point as we debate and we vote on this
bipartisan legislation.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MAR-
KEY). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

NOMINATION OF ANA ISABEL de
ALBA

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, today,
I am proud to celebrate two district
judges joining the Federal bench for
the State of California.

We are scheduled to vote shortly on
the confirmation of Judge Ana de Alba,
who is nominated to become a judge for
the Eastern District of California.

Judge de Alba brings a lifelong com-
mitment to advancing justice in Cali-
fornia’s Central Valley. The daughter
of immigrants from Mexico, she was
born in Merced, CA, and grew up in a
family of farmworkers.

Judge de Alba watched her mother
and her grandmother struggle with un-
fair treatment, as they worked to-
gether in some of the hardest jobs in
the world.

She decided at a young age that one
day—one day—she would become a law-
yver to help families like her own.

Judge de Alba is a first-generation
high school graduate. She went on to
earn her bachelor’s degree and her J.D.
from UC Berkeley. And after grad-
uating, she built a successful career in
private practice in the Central Valley,
and she realized her childhood dream of
service by establishing a Workers’
Rights Clinic for low-wage workers to
learn their rights and to seek legal ad-
vice.

In 2018, based on her extensive legal
experience and proven commitment to
the public good, Judge de Alba was ap-
pointed by then-Governor Brown to
serve as a superior court judge for
Fresno County.

Judge de Alba is a dedicated, fair,
and universally respected public serv-
ant, respected by her colleagues.

I also want to note that if confirmed,
Judge de Alba will be the first Latina
to sit on the Eastern District bench.
She will bring a deep knowledge of the
Central Valley and a passion for equal
justice, informed and inspired by her
own family’s story.

So I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting Judge de Alba’s confirma-
tion today.

S3023

CONFIRMATION OF ROBERT
STEVEN HUIE

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I would
also like to take this moment to cele-
brate the confirmation last month of
Judge Robert Huie, now serving in the
Southern District of California.

Judge Huie is a resident of San
Diego, where he has lived and worked
for nearly 20 years, but his roots in
California, in fact, began generations
ago. His grandfather immigrated to
San Francisco from China in the 1930s,
making his home there until joining
the U.S. Army.

Judge Huie is a talented lawyer who
has continually sought out opportuni-
ties to promote justice.

He earned his undergraduate degree
from Calvin College and his J.D. from
Yale Law School. His career includes 12
years of service as an assistant U.S. at-
torney for the Southern District of
California.

During that time, he investigated
and prosecuted more than 600 district
court cases and two dozen appeals on
matters ranging from public corruption
to securities fraud, to bank robberies.

And at the outset of the COVID-19
pandemic, Judge Huie took the initia-
tive to create a districtwide working
group that combated pandemic-related
fraud.

Judge Huie’s commitment to service,
his strong work ethic, and his insight-
ful legal thinking will benefit the com-
munity of the Southern District.

Mr. President, as a member of the
Senate Judiciary Committee, I am
proud of the work that we continue to
do to confirm outstanding, effective,
and diverse judges across the Federal
court system. That is especially impor-
tant in places like the Southern Dis-
trict and Eastern District of Cali-
fornia—two of the busiest Federal judi-
cial districts in the entire country. As
we confirm more nominees like Judge
de Alba and Judge Huie, we are build-
ing a Federal court system that can
better deliver on the promise of equal
justice for all.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

————

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. PADILLA. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order with respect to
Judge de Alba’s nomination be exe-
cuted at 5:30 p.m. today; further, that if
the nomination is confirmed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table and the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Connecticut.

GUN LEGISLATION

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, when 1
returned to Connecticut after the
shootings in Uvalde and Buffalo, I saw
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